Foundation on the Rock

Matthew 7:24-27

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams
rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it
had its foundation on the rock. But everyone who hears these words of mine and
does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that

house, and it fell with a great crash.”

Thanks to the solid foundation built over the years, we were able to work with
certainty on all projects this year. In our organization, we are surrounded by people
we have mentored as children and teenagers. We are grateful to have those we
can invite to join this work, many of whom have already been benefiting from it

long before this invitation.

As transparency in both numbers and work is very important to us, we present a

brief summary of what we were able to accomplish last year.
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Summer Bible Camps on the Borda 2024

e Youth Camp (12-15 years old) 50 participants
e Children’s Camp (6-11 years old) 48 participants
e 49 volunteers

The camps are funded by the participants, but also thanks to contributions from
donors, the General Fund of the Church, and financial support from the Dutch

foundation, Foundation HOE (Hoolp Oost-Europa).

We want children who cannot afford to attend to still be able to come in the
summer.

Thanks to contributions, we were able to sponsor 9 children—five had their camps
fully paid for (100 euros each, with the rest covered by the our nonprofit

organization), and four had their costs covered at 25 euros each.

This year, we also received one-time donations, which enabled us to generate a
surplus. This surplus will be used for activities and investments related to future

camps.
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Open Hand 2024

The Open Hand project is based on our belief that the stories of families and

children in need or scarcity are also our stories.

In 2024, 6 regular donors supported the families in the project. We helped 6
families, a total of 20 members—14 of whom were children (including those with
disabilities).

Support for families ranged from 20 to 100 euros per month.
Thanks to the support of HOE, we were able to donate vouchers for shoes to
families at the end of 2024, worth 500 euros.

At the end of 2024, together with the Reformed Church in SeCovce and a volunteer
donor through a Carmel café collection, we raised funds for the purchase of a
medical aid device—a hoist—for a member of our supported family, valued at 400

euros.

In 2024, we supported families with regular donations totaling 2,680 euros.
Irregular donations amounted to 800 euros. During the past year, thanks to God’s
grace, we received special donations totaling 1,311 euros, which will be used for the

project.

Even though one regular donor dropped out, support for the families continued.
This was possible thanks to the reserve we had set up for such situations, as well as

special donations received throughout the year.



Our goal is to find new donors for these families. We are aware of the increasing
costs families are facing. If you feel led to help regularly or with one-time donations
to these families, you can do so by contributing to our account, which is listed at

the end of this article.

SUPPORTING FAMILIES SINCE 2013 TO DATE, WE HAVE SUPPORTED THEM
WITH APPROXIMATELY 17,000 EUROS.
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Carmel Café 2024

The café largely operates on the basis of voluntary donors who send financial gifts
to us every month. Through the café, we have been able to secure funds for
organizing various activities—grants, funds, and foreign donations. The income from
the café partially covers its expenses, but its operation is carried by many people

in their hearts, prayers, and support.

In collaboration with the Reformed Church in Se€ovce, the café hosted church
meetings with presentations on the activities of the nonprofit organization, as well
as gatherings for church members. The café also regularly serves as a venue for the
Camp Team's meetings, where training for camp leaders is held throughout the

year.

Additionally, the café is a place where people can donate items for various

collections.



From an economic perspective, Carmel Café is a loss-making project. However, the
Board of Directors and many donors and supporters recognize the value this space

and its activities bring to our community, and this is why the café can continue

operating in the coming year.
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Carmel Center 2024

In 2024, we conducted personal visits to surrounding congregations to present the
activities of the nonprofit organization. Thanks to these visits, we were able to

receive financial gifts and help, which are crucial for us.

We are also grateful for the opportunity to inform you about our work through the

Calvinist Voices - printed newspaper.

After a year of trial leadership, the Board of Directors and the director (Maria

Hredzékova) agreed to continue her work.

A pleasant and encouraging novelty in 2024 were porcelain fish brooches made by

volunteers. The sale of these supports the work of the organization.
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Financial Review 2024

All of this information is part of the annual report, which we are required to publish.

You can find older annual reports, including the current one, on our website at

www.carmel.sk in the documents section.

We are grateful to God and all those who help us, as we were able to finish the past

year with a surplus. All financial resources will be used this year to support families

and all the activities we carry out.

2024 Costs
Carmel center 5 235,42
Camps 14 493,52
Open hand 3411,09
Carmel café 29 727,56
Together 52 867,58

Revenues

10 169,80

16 767,74

4 728,80

27 309,52

58 975,86

Difference
4 934,38
2 274,22
1317,71

-2 418,04

Each year is different, and each year teaches us new things. It teaches us to humbly

receive, to ask for help, and to give. 2024 was also a year that taught us a lot.

We were encouraged by the numbers and given the courage to continue our work.

It showed us ways to speak about what we do. It tested the foundations that God,

along with the workers on His vineyard, has been building for years.

We are thankful that we can now stand firmly and help where it is needed.

We thank you for your support and prayers.



If you would like to help specifically, you can choose one of the following projects.
However, the most urgent need is for support in the OPEN HAND project — financial
support for families.
Account number: SK86 7500 OO00 0040 2218 8858
If you decide to contribute to a specific project, please use one of the following
reference numbers:

Center 000

Café 200

Camps 400

Open Hand 100

With thanks,

Maria Hredzakova

director of Carmel Centrum n.o.
www.carmel.sk

kontakt@carmel.sk



